MACS
Elementary Fine Arts Festival
MANUAL
for the Spring Competition, 2010

PURPOSE

The MACS Elementary Invitational Fine Arts Festival is designed
to give elementary students an opportunity to begin to develop
fine arts skills that can be used in future ministry. The festival
will provide insight from qualified judges to help young people
improve their abilities in the fields of music, speech, and art.
The festival will be non-competitive, with students performing
for the purpose of ratings and feedback from the judges. Our
goal for this festival is to glorify Christ by helping elementary
young people develop their God-given talents.

PARTICIPANTS

This competition is open to students in grades 4-6 who attend a
school participating in MACS. Students who attend churches
with an affiliated MACS school or who study privately with a
teacher in a MACS school are also welcome to participate.

LIMITATION OF CONTESTANTS

Students are limited only in art categories. Students may only
enter one art piece in each of the art categories. Students are
free to enter any categories in speech and music, but are



encouraged to only enter categories where they can be fully
prepared.

CHAPERONES AND ATTENDANCE

Every school must have one chaperone for every five students
in attendance. We request that these sponsors be responsible
for their students throughout the day. There is no fee for
sponsors to attend. Students are expected to arrive 45 minutes
before their event is scheduled. There is no opening or closing
program at this event.

MACS ELEMENTARY FESTIVAL COORDINATOR

The festival coordinator will have the final authority on the
disqualification of any participant and on any exceptions to the
rules.

REGISTRATION

Registration must be completed in accordance with the
instructions provided by Bethany Christian School. Fees shall
be determined annually, based on Festival cost. Registration
forms must accompany the entry fee and should be
postmarked by the deadline. All fees must be paid before a
contestant is allowed to compete. No refunds are given.

SCHEDULE

The festival is scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. and finish by 3:30
p.m. The schedule of the day’s events will be available online
several days before the festival. Students are not required to
attend for the entire day, but must arrive 45 minutes before



their first scheduled event. After a student has completed all
scheduled events and received his evaluation, he is free to
leave with an adult.

AWARDS

All students will be given a rating of | (Superior), Il (Good), or 1l
(Participant), and will be given ribbons corresponding to their
ratings. This is not an event where students compete against
each other, but rather strive to perform to the best of their
own abilities. The judges’ expectations will be based on an
understanding of the capabilities of young performers.
Wherever possible, judges will also give an oral critique,
including encouragement and suggestions about improvement.
At the discretion of the art judges, some “Best in Show” ribbons
may also be awarded.

MUSIC GUIDELINES

Music for this contest may be either sacred or classical. Music
in @ contemporary, pop, jazz, or rock style is not acceptable.
There is no official music check for this event. However, if you
are unsure of any piece of music, please contact us and we will
check it for you. Any music performed that is not in keeping
with our music guidelines will result in the student being unable
to receive a rating or ribbon for the event. Only original copies
of music are allowed. Any questions concerning photocopied
music should be directed to us before the festival. For a
complete understanding of our policy on photocopied music,
see the MACS website, macshome.org.



MEALS

Students and sponsors may pre-purchase lunches for $4.00
with their registrations, or for $4.50 if purchased on the day of
the event. The menu will be released with the registration
information.

DRESS AND CONDUCT GUIDELINES

The MACS Elementary Fine Arts Festival desires to maintain
excellent standards of dress and conduct. All participants are
expected to be respectful to all authority and to avoid any
disruptive behavior. Sponsors and chaperones are to supervise
their students at all times. Male participants are asked to wear
dress pants and dress shirts. Female participants are asked to
wear modest knee-length skirts or dresses, and tops that are
not excessively tight or low-cut.

RULES BY CATEGORY - SPEECH
POETRY RECITATION
- A poem of your choosing
- At least 10 lines, no more than a page
- Must be memorized
- One typed copy or original text provided for the
judge
- A short introduction of the performer and poem is
appropriate
- Critique based on memory, clarity, and expression
SCRIPTURE RECITATION
- A passage of 5-15 verses
- From the Gospel of Matthew, King James Version



- Must be memorized

- No copy necessary for the judge

- Critique based on memory, clarity, and expression

- A short introduction of the performer and passage
is appropriate

ORAL READING

- An excerpt from any appropriate piece of children’s
literature, no more than 4 minutes long

- Should not be memorized

- No copy necessary for the judge

- Should be read with fluency and expression

- A short introduction of the performer and passage
IS appropriate

- Critique based on clarity and expression

RULES BY CATEGORY — INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
GENERAL RULES
- No memory required
- Only original music is acceptable, no copies
- No copy necessary for the judge
- No minimum length, maximum length, 5 minutes
- Accompanist is optional
- Performer should introduce himself and his piece
CATEGORIES AVAILABLE
INSTRUMENTAL SOLO
Standard orchestral instruments, harp,
guitar, recorder
SMALL INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE (2-5)
LARGE INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE (6 and up)



PIANO SOLO
PIANO ENSEMBLE (1 or 2 pianos available)

RULES BY CATEGORY - VOCAL
GENERAL RULES
- Memory is required
- Accompanist is required, must use original music
- No copy necessary for the judge
- Performer should introduce himself and his piece
- Please review music guidelines as a reminder of
what is acceptable music for this Festival
CATEGORIES AVAILABLE
VOCAL SOLO
SMALL VOCAL ENSEMBLE (2-5)
LARGE VOCAL ENSEMBLE (6 AND UP)
RULES BY CATEGORY — ART
GENERAL RULES
- Art must be the original work of the student. It
should not be a copy of a photograph or someone
else’s art. Only minimal assistance from adults
should be given.
- Art subjects should be appropriate to a Christian
audience in order to be adjudicated and displayed.
- Art must be submitted by 9:00 a.m. on the
day of the Festival or may be brought in to
Bethany Christian School earlier in the week.
- Art will be on display during the Festival once
adjudication is complete.



- Art pieces may be no larger than 18x18, three-
dimensional pieces no more than 18x18x18.

- Matting is not required.

- Each art piece must be accompanied by an “Art
Registration Form”. These forms are available
along with the other registration materials.

- Within each art category, students are encouraged
to use the medium best suited to them (i.e.
watercolor, acrylic, or oils would all fall under the
category “Painting”).

CATEGORIES AVAILABLE

DRAWING

PAINTING

PHOTOGRAPHY

CRAFT-students may use a kit in this category
SCULPTURE

PRINTMAKING

CALLIGRAPHY

REGISTRATION DATES

The pre-registration form is due Monday, January 25, 2010.
These forms will be mailed to you in December with the
registration packet. Schools have until Friday, February 19, to
enter all events on the website, www.bcstroy.org. Money and
all forms need to be postmarked by Friday, February 19, to
avoid any late fees. No registrations will be accepted after
February 26.



